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of finished steel.1 The highest output so far reached is 428,654
tons (1927-28). The finished products consist of rails and
fishplates, bars and structural sections, plates and sheets, tin-
bars and sleepers. Although the proportions of the different
kinds of products vary to a certain extent from year to year, it
appears that on an average of years, 40 per cent of the total
output-of finished steel would be rails and fishplates, 32 per
cent structural and bars, 15 per cent plates and sheets, 10 per
cent tinbars, and 3 per cent sleepers.2 So far as tinbars are
concerned, the Company has entered into a long-period contract
with a subsidiary company, namely, the Tinplate Company of
India, for the sale of practically the entire output. Out of the
remaining 90 per cent, 43 per cent can be sold only to the state
and company railways, 32 per cent to the engineering firms
and 15 per cent to miscellaneous industries and general con-
sumers.
7. DIFFERENT  BRANCHES   OF  THE   STEEL   INDUSTRY   IN   INDIA
When the impurities in the pig-iron have been removed in
the open hearth or tilting furnaces, the product is steel ingot. It
is the usual practice in modern times that the conversion of
pig-iron into steel ingots and the rolling of the ingots into
convenient shapes and sizes are carried on in the same works.
Thus, as we have already seen, in India the manufacture of
steel ingots and the rolling of the ingots into rails and fishplates,
bars and structural, etc., are carried on as associated processes
in the same works. For the purpose of convenience, we would
use the term 'Steel Industry' to consist of the processes
indicated above.
It would be observed that the 'Steel Industry* as defined
above is not altogether a self-contained industry by itself. While
some of the products of the rolling mills, such as rails and
fishplates, sleepers and galvanised sheets, are ready for their
1 Vide the Representation submitted to the Indian Tariff Board by the
Tata Iron and Steel Company Ltd., Statutory Enquiry (1926). Minutes of
Evidence, Vol. II, pp. 29-34.
* Report of the Tariff Board, Statutory Enquiry (1926), Vol. I, p. 39,